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Expanding	the	Heritage	of	an	Historic	Planetary	Mission	

The 2003 Mars Exploration 
Rover Mission (MER) was 
designed to last 90 sols 

(martian days; see Fig. 1); 
team members expected to 

collect data for a few months 
and then analyze it. But Spirit 
and Opportunity outlasted all 
expectations and acquired far 

more data than the team could 
analyze (see Fig. 2). Only the 
“low-hanging fruit” has been 

studied – there’s plenty of new 
science for you to do! 

 
…if you can find the data that 

interests you, and learn how to 
analyze it.  

That’s where we come in J 
Fig. 1: MER mission objectives. From Crisp et al. (2003). 

Fig. 2: Spirit and Opportunity’s achievements far surpassed the mission objectives. NASA/JPL-Caltech. 

It took this experienced MER researcher over an 
hour to find an example focal image of soil. 

WHO WE ARE 
Our 38-member team includes MER scientists and 
engineers; Mars scientists who were not on the 
MER team; a journalist chronicler; and experts in 
EDIA (Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and 
Accessibility), spacecraft data catalog production 
by human catalogers and machine learning 
algorithms, website and software development, 
data archiving, education, and mentoring. 
 
Team diversity: 
•  53% of team members are women and/or 

people with feminine gender expression, 
including 3/5 of our leadership 

•  At least 13% of team members identify as 
having a disability and/or chronic illness(es) 

•  2/5 of our leadership are People of Color  

BRINGING MER TO THE MASSES 
Our goal is to make MER data fully 
accessible to:  
•  Experienced Mars, planetary science, 

and geoscience researchers  
•  Graduate students  
•  Undergraduate students  
•  School teachers 
•  Space enthusiasts 
•  Anyone who wants to find and/or use 

MER data 
We will go beyond the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to 
enable people with a wide range of abilities, 
disabilities, and accessibility requirements 
to access and use the MER PORTAL. 
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GET INVOLVED! 
If you 
•  Have any questions, 
•  Would like to beta-test our materials, or 
•  Are a MER team member who'd like to 

contribute 
Please contact us! 

scole@spacescience.org  


